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The Buddha was born many times 
on earth before becoming the 
Buddha Sakyamuni.

In one of those previous lives, 
Buddha was a wise 
Monkey King.



In the forest that he ruled, 
there lived a mother goat who 
had a new-born baby.



One day, the mother goat went 
to the river to drink, and she 
left her baby in a blanket 
safely near the bank. 



As she was drinking the water, 
a tigress saw the baby goat 
and wanted to eat it.



The tigress quickly made some 
stripes on the baby goat’s body 
with some coal and began to 
carry it away. 



The mother goat saw this and 
ran after the tigress.

“Wait, wait, that is my baby,” 
she said.



 “Your baby? This baby has 
stripes like a tiger; she is my 
cub,” the tigress said.



The mother goat and the 
tigress began to argue and 
finally went to the Monkey King.
The Monkey King listened to 
the mother goat and the 
tigress carefully. 



Finally, he said, “If the baby 
belongs to both of you, you 
can both take half of the baby 
home. 
We will cut the baby into two, 
and the tigress can have half, 
and the mother goat can have 
half.”



The tigress was happy to hear 
this, but the mother goat 
began to cry. 

“No, no, if the tigress promises 
to not hurt my baby, I will give 
it to her. Please don’t cut my 
baby in half,” she said.



The Monkey King smiled to hear 
this and commanded his 
attendants to give the baby to 
the mother goat. “The heart of a 
mother is kind and loving. She will 
never want to see her baby 
getting hurt, even if it means 
giving up the most precious thing 
in her life,” explained the Monkey 
King.



Hearing this, the tigress ran 
away into the forest, and the 
mother goat hugged her baby 
happily and took it home.




